
Special Report

How a Free eBook Can Make You Hundreds of Dollars

By Phil Gosling

Although this subject is covered in various areas of  the eBook university course, this report is a 
summary of  how to go about creating an eBook that can be offered for free and still make you 
money. Quite a lot in fact!

I recently watched an hour-long documentary on TV. At the end it was perfectly clear that this 
was a 20 minute programme padded out to an hour! I think you know what I mean.

Therefore forgive me if  in this report I give you the essentials and cut out the waffle. First, I 
will give you a summary of  the process, and then we'll go into some detail.

Summary

1. You select a subject in which there are already a number of  eBooks and products available for 
you to sell as an affiliate, i.e the products are on affiliate programmes.

2. Create a free eBook with useful information in this area.

3. You market the free eBook complete with a sales web page.

4. When people download the eBook, they do so from the webpage which contains a form 
which they have to fill in. This form comes from an autoresponder service.

5. After downloading the book, the reader then receives a series of  autoresponder messages 
offering them affiliated eBooks, products and services on which you get a commission.

That's it! Let's go into detail regarding each of  the five sections.



1. Selecting a subject.

There's no point in selecting a subject which doesn't have a number of  affiliated books already 
available in the same subject. By far the easiest place to check for affiliated eBooks is the 
marketplace of  ClickBank.com which is subdivided into many different sections and subjects.

Look at sections and subjects with which you are familiar and in particular look for books 
which have a high “gravity". It will quote the gravity of  a book together with other statistics. 
Make a note of  the top books in your section based on their gravity. You are looking for a 
gravity of  greater than 10 for best results.

2. Creating an eBook. 

The easiest way to create an eBook in any area is to use one of  our “seed" titles. A full set of  
these is available in the Gold area of  the eBook University website (Session one, video #5). My 
two favourites are, “Top Ten Tips on subject X", closely followed by, “The Top Seven 
<subject> Secrets and the Top Seven Killer Mistakes to Avoid."

You can see immediately that these seed titles form a simple template for a book and also help 
you to research it. As an example, for a “Top Ten Tips" eBook you simply have to use the 
Internet and research the topic taking notes of  at least 30 or 40 good tips. Then narrow these 
down to 10, or better still 12 (to give your customer good value).

Have one tip per page, no matter how small, and if  you can stretch a tip to cover two pages or 
more, including diagrams or pictures, so much the better. Even if  you only have a minimum of  
one tip per page, you will have a 12 page book when you include a one-page upbeat 
introduction and finishing with an equally upbeat outroduction.

It's also a good idea to see if  you can focus really closely on the same subject matter as the top 
affiliated books, so that there is a strong link between your book and theirs.

It's very important at this stage to try to incorporate the main subject keywords into the title of 
the book and the description of  your eBook's website. In the above example it could be, Top 
Ten Paleo Recipe Tips. And the description would be something like, Paleo recipes, best tips and advice 
for beginners. On the basis that most people would type Paleo Recipes into Google, this would 
allow the best chance of  appearing higher up in the Google results.



3. Marketing your eBook.

You can't use ClickBank to market your book because it's free, so there's no point. However, 
you can setup your webpage to attract people in various ways.

First of  all, look at the webpages of  the top affiliated ClickBank products that you're planning 
to use. Take a look at their source code. The source code is the actual programming of  the 
website. There are many ways of  doing this. Type “how can I see the source code of  a website" 
into Google. Here's one I found: http://www.wikihow.com/View-Source-Code. (For a Mac it’s 
cmd+U.)

What you're looking for are the Title, Meta keywords and Meta description. Here they are for the 
Paleo recipe book above.

Try to incorporate the same Meta-expressions on your own webpage that your affiliate 
“partners" are using on their webpages. Similarly try to incorporate the most common meta 
description used into your own meta description.

The most important are the title and description. Google don’t actually use keywords that 
much, but other search engines do. It’s clear that Paleo recipe would be good to incorporate in 
both of  these.

You're not exactly cloning the meta tags used in your affiliate’s webpages but you're getting as 
close as you can. There’s no copyright law for meta tags.

The object of  the exercise is to setup your webpage in such a way that people searching for 
your affiliates books or similar, may also find yours.

You might also want to investigate using Adwords in Google but be very cautious and test 
carefully first. Always start with a low maximum daily cost rate. Don't forget that you're paying 
for the click-throughs but giving the book away for free. It will take time to see whether the 
reader also takes up your affiliate offers. Don’t hesitate to pause your advertising for a time to 
see if  sales come in.

A very successful method of  marketing is to check out blogs and forums on the subject in 
question, and post useful comments on them. Wherever possible, end your comment by saying 
something like:

Phil Gosling
Author of  Ten Top Paleo Recipe Tips.com

Or put your link in in whatever way the form allows. Do read the blog/forum rules first 
because sometimes they disallow URLs in posts.



There is a new search engine - omgili.com - which allows you to type in your niche or area of  
interest and it will find the most popular forums in this niche for you.

Which brings me to the domain name for your book’s website.

Bearing in mind that in this example we want to keep the words Paleo Recipe in the forefront so 
as to attract search engine ranking, I would try to select a shortened version of  a good book 
title for the domain name.

For example, suppose our book title is, Top Ten Paleo Recipe Tips the Experts Use Everyday. I would 
choose the domain, FreePaleoRecipeTips.com on the basis that it’s short enough to be remembered 
yet still contains the relevant search words. Ideally a short eBook title that exactly matches the 
domain name would be best, but it’s not always possible. If  your book has a longer title it’s best 
to create a shorter domain name which has the relevant search words in that name.

A combination of  adding your comments to other people’s blogs and having your webpage set 
up for maximum search engine optimization should give good results. If  you are a real 
enthusiast and feel like creating a blog then take note that having a weekly blog attached to your 
website (WordPress allows you to do this. Note how theeBookUniversity.com/blog is on the 
same site as theeBookUniversity.com) can rapidly improve your search engine ranking because 
there is nothing that search engines like more than a combination of  changing content and 
interest on other sites.

A few minutes of  blogging, or posting comments on other people’s blogs every day can make a 
real difference to your life! (Imagine how much time people waste on Facebook or Twitter. If  
they took just some of  that time and spent it profitably…that’s usually the only difference 
between people who worry about money and people who don’t.)

4. Your Web Page and Autoresponder.

 You should set up a webpage for your eBook. It doesn’t require a great deal of  copy because 
the book is free. Just give an upbeat description of  the book itself. You might also add that 
you’re a great enthusiast of  the subject and love to research good information which you are 
pleased to pass on.

The important thing is that you don’t just have a download link on the webpage. What you 
need to have is a form which asks people to put in their e-mail address1. Typically, it would look 
like this:

Please enter your e-mail address in the field below. The download information for your 
eBook will be sent to this address:

E-mail address 

This ‘form’ comes from an autoresponder service. Aweber.com  is a well-respected service used 
by many eBook publishers. Creating a simple form is very easy and when complete the HTML 
code is provided for you to put into your webpage.

1  Research has shown that just asking for an e-mail address will have a greater response. However, if you 
ask for a name and e-mail address your response will be lower but your subscribers will be of better quality.



When your reader completes the e-mail address it is sent to your autoresponder service which 
triggers an immediate response. An e-mail is sent to the reader. The text of  this e-mail will 
typically be something like this:

Thank you for your interest in < book title>. Please click the link below which will immediately open a PDF 
file which you can save to your desktop.

And your link will typically be something like:

http://www.yourwebsite.com/Paleo_Recipe_Tips.pdf

5.Setting up your autoresponder

An autoresponder isn’t a gadget, it’s a service. Aweber.com is a popular service used by many 
Internet marketers.

Once you sign up to the service you can create a form, such as an opt-in form, which the 
reader can fill out. When complete, you will be presented with some HTML code which you 
can add to your webpage. (Make sure that any HTML code is added to your website as code, 
not as text. See image below.)

The top right-hand corner of  a typical WordPress page editor. I’ve 
always thought this is confusing because “visual” actually means 
the visible text, and “text” actually means the HTML code.  When 
entering any HTML code, such as the form that Aweber  gives 
you, it must go in the “text” area of  a WordPress webpage. Keep 
this in mind.
On any other web page editor such as Dreamweaver, FrontPage or 
Komposer/NVU, entering code is much clearer.

The subscriber’s e-mail address information is seamlessly transferred to Aweber.com and is 
recorded on their database. 

You can set up a series of  automated e-mail messages to be sent to the subscriber. These can 
be timed - an immediate e-mail, one a day later, another one a couple of  days after that, and so 
on. You create these messages once, and they are sent out in sequence for each new subscriber 
when they sign up.

The power of  the free eBook system as an income generator lies in the power of  an 
autoresponder to send “sales” messages to the person who downloaded your book. Here is a 
typical sequence of  e-mail messages:



Immediate, same-day.

Thank you for requesting Top Ten Paleo Recipe Tips. Your download link is:

http://www.yourwebsite.com/Paleo_Recipe_Tips.pdf

Either click this link or copy and paste it into the main field of  your browser. The PDF file will appear and 
you can select “save as” to save it to your desktop.

I’ve always been a huge enthusiast of  Paleo Recipes and spend a great deal of  time not only making up the 
recipes but also finding new information about it on the Internet.  It gives me pleasure to share this information 
with my “Paleo Friends”.

One day later.

Dear Paleo Friend,

I hope you enjoyed Top Ten Paleo Recipe Tips.  I’d like to share with you some of  the research that went into 
creating this book.  If  nothing else I hope to save you a little time in searching for these things yourself. You 
know how time-consuming the Internet can be.

I really recommend The Paleo Recipe Book by Sébastien Noël. You can find it on this link. It really is a very 
useful item to have on your virtual Paleo Recipe  bookshelf. Check it out.

Note that “this link” contains the affiliate link for the book. If  you send your e-mails in HTML 
format then the affiliate code will be hidden behind the words “this link”. If  you send your e-
mails out as text then it would be a better idea to make the affiliate link look more like a 
standard URL. For example:

http://www.mysite.com/recommended/PaleoBook

Or, at a pinch, use TinyURL.com

(Check out the “Creative Affiliate Links” video in our Silver Members’ area.)

(http://www.theebookuniversity.com/membershomepage/silverhome/creative-affiliate-links-
op2/)

Other days

As you can see, you can send your reader a regular series of  e-mails, each one advocating a 
particular book with an affiliate link attached.

http://www.theebookuniversity.com/membershomepage/silverhome/creative-affiliate-links-op2/
http://www.theebookuniversity.com/membershomepage/silverhome/creative-affiliate-links-op2/
http://www.theebookuniversity.com/membershomepage/silverhome/creative-affiliate-links-op2/
http://www.theebookuniversity.com/membershomepage/silverhome/creative-affiliate-links-op2/


Depending on your subject area you might be able to find affiliated products that are more 
expensive than eBooks. In particular you may find courses (online or DVD) that are also on 
affiliate programs. These are usually high value and offer particularly good affiliate rates.

Summary

As you can see, setting up a free eBook using other affiliated items as backend products, linked 
together using an autoresponder, can lead to an ever increasing income from simple eBooks.

If  you add courses and high-value items you can make hundreds of  dollars with just one sale!

And this only applies to one book in one niche area. With imagination you can open up all 
kinds of  niche markets and have books in each. Just check out all the subject areas in the 
ClickBank marketplace.

And finally.

Ask the vast majority of  people what they would do in order to add income to their weekly 
wage and they will talk about getting a spare time job, working longer hours, working weekends 
and generally selling their own time to an employer. This involves digging into your private 
time, indeed your rest time, and takes away the quality of  your life.

On the other hand, a little bit of  research and time spent on selecting and creating a suitable 
eBook can be far more lucrative than any part-time job and once set up can continue to create 
income almost indefinitely. If  you have half  a dozen or more of  such books you will find that 
the income is cumulative and can amount to many thousands of  dollars per month. There are 
people doing this now even as you read this. Why not join them?

To your success.

Phil Gosling

Author of  the Internet bestseller Success Engineering

Founder of  The eBook University


